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              Easy Archive Tip


Date of tip: 20/10/2008
Source: Konrad Mould
Archive: National Archives of Singapore 

Location:  
National Archives of Singapore, 1 Canning Rise, 179868 (off Hill Street), Singapore

Tel: (65) 6332 7973 (general enquiries)
(65) 6332 7909 (reference enquiries)
Fax: (65) 6339 3583


Email: nhb_nasreg@nhb.gov.sg

Opening Hours:
Mondays- Fridays 9.30am- 5.30pm

Saturday 9.00am- 1.30pm 

Closed on Sundays and Public Holidays

How to get there: NAS is located at Canning Rise, between Singapore Philatelic Museum and Registry of Marriages.

By public bus:

Outside Armenian Church:
SBS 2, 12, 32, 33, 51, 63, 80, 197
SMRT 61
Outside Grand Plaza Parkroyal:
SBS 2, 12, 33, 147 SMRT 190

Nearby MRT stations: 

City Hall (EW13 / NS25):
A 10-minute walk from the station
Clarke Quay (NE5):
A 15-minute walk from the station

Link to archive:  http://www.nhb.gov.sg/NAS/index.htm 
Language: English/ Mandarin/ Tamil/ Malay
Getting started: On arrival you will need to give them identification and complete the Researcher Registration Form from staff to obtain a valid research pass. You will need to inform staff what your research is on, and what institution you are from. You will be asked to leave your belongings in the lockers outside the main room which will need a dollar. The lay out generally follows the UK archives- there are computers in which to conduct searches but you can only write on a form which records you wish to look at.  
General working conditions: There is a relatively small but comfortable air- conditioned (essential) room with 4/5 desks with computers in which you can search for records. There is also half a dozen or so microfilm viewing machines, a small collection of books, a pentagon shaped desk split into five sections each with CD players to listen to audio records and two large desks in the centre so that other records can be examined, such as photos/documents/maps etc.
Consultation: You are able to order as many files as you want but you can only view one at a time. Most of the documents I was looking at were on microfilm but diplomatic historians would find it hard to find anything of real significance as most Singapore Government documents are yet to be declassified. Local historians would find a great deal and I believe (through eavesdropping) that they have a fair amount of the Japanese occupation of Singapore during the WWII. There are FCO records (not much use if you live in the UK!) and Australian Department of External Affairs files, these are useful and they purchased the files as part of their acquisition program. Last orders can be made 45minutes before closing time. The archivists are very efficient in responding to your requests and if you do not manage to view all the records you asked for during the day they will keep them for you overnight and beyond if necessary. The majority of the records are in English.
Policy on technology: Laptops are allowed in and there is free Wi-Fi but you must be signed up to a local connection. I did not take my camera in since I was using microfilms but I would assume that you will need permission to use cameras. The website does not mention scanners but I would assume that they are not allowed due to the fairly strict guidelines
Particularities: There isn’t a great deal immediately close by but 5-10 mins walk and you can easily find a good café/bar/food court. The famous Raffles Hotel is not far away if you fancy a Singapore Sling after a tough day at the archives (and yes, they really are the best there)!
How to apply for classified files: Don’t… I spoke with 2 academics in Singapore during my time there and one in particular (an LSE alumni) said that there just isn’t the culture for this kind of work. He and his colleagues have written on a number of occasions to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Defence and other Government departments asking them to declassify documents. So far they have been unsuccessful, and as result, my contact ended up conducting his research in the USA which proved far more beneficial for him. The archives website states that consultation may be allowed after 25 years but only with agreement from the respective creating/transferring agency. ‘This is in accordance with Section 22(2a) of the National Heritage Board Act (1993) which states that access to public archives is subjected to "any conditions or restrictions imposed by the office, officer or person from whom the public archives or recordings were acquired".’ Unfortunately, it looks like it will stay this way for a while.
Etc: The archivists are friendly and helpful and will do what they can to help you. Generally, the archives are never really that busy; the odd student will be there and perhaps a local historian, but on the whole you will have a pleasant environment of peace and quiet to conduct your research.  
Places to stay: Depends on your budget- but hotels are not getting any cheaper.
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