[image: image1.png]LSE



                 Easy Archive Tip


Date of tip: 28 July 2006
Source: Luke Nichter, nluke@bgsu.edu 

Archive: Historical Archives of the European Commission
Location: Couvent Van Maerlant (VM18), rue Van Maerlant, 18, B-1040, Brussels (this is the latest address as of July 2006; the reading room has moved two times during the year, so disregard other addresses if you see them)
How to get there: If you arrive at the National Airport in Brussels/Zaventum, the easiest way to get into the city center is to take bus 11 or 12 to Schuman (cost: €3.00), or take the train to Central Station and change to either Line 1A or 1B (see below; I think the cost was €2.80).  If you are driving a car, there is not a lot of parking other than a few places on some of the side streets.
From the city center, the easiest way to get to the reading room is by taking the Metro (Lines 1A or 1B) to Station Maalbeek.  From the station it’s a few minute walk to the archive (when I wasn’t sure where to go, I used the “on foot” feature at www.via.michelin.fr to find the best directions/map).  When you arrive, you will need a piece of identification (i.e. passport) as well as the name of the archivist you communicated with.  The archivist will come and get you and take you to the reading room.  

Link to archive:  http://europa.eu.int/historical_archives/ or oib-archis-base@ec.europa.eu; Joceline Collonval, Joceline.Collonval@cec.eu.int, was particularly helpful; General phone: +32.02.29.50557
Language: French, English
Getting started: The Historical Archives of the European Commission contains a range of historical documents from the Commission, but because there are several archives devoted to European institutions, you may also want to contact the European Council, the Council of Europe, the Historical Archives of the European Union, or the European Parliament (all generally follow the 30-year rule).  Archivesmadeeasy has tips for the middle two as of this writing.  Many, but not all, of these materials are on microfilm.  The archivists are very helpful, and when you contact them in advance with your research topic, they can refer you on to other archives as needed.
Opening Hours: Monday – Tuesday, 9am – 12:30pm and 2pm – 5pm; Friday, 9am – 12:30pm and 2pm – 4pm (although I would check the latest information before arrival since they have recently moved to a new reading room); the reading room doesn’t actually close during midday; rather, their security goes to lunch, so if you are in the building before 12:30pm, you can work through, as long as you do not wish to re-enter the building before 2pm.
General working conditions: The former reading room (smaller than the new one, I understand) contained maybe a half-dozen tables with power outlets for laptops beneath.  Archival materials will be carried or brought out to you on trolleys.  I did not see any lockers, but they do not have a problem if you leave your bag under your table.  My impression is that they maintain a very laid-back reading room, hardly scrutinizing of anything I brought with me.  However, because it is a very small reading room, they are very attentive to individual researcher needs.  I did not actually see any materials request forms.  I brought a list of what I needed to see, gave the archivist a copy, and she brought me everything I needed within a few minutes.
Consultation: As far as I know, there is no limit to the number of boxes you may consult in a day.  
Policy on technology: Laptops and digital cameras are permitted.  I had a little trouble with the light in the reading room for my digital camera, but they are accommodating and allowed me to adjust the blinds as needed.  
Photocopy policy: Since I was using a digital camera, I did not make photocopies, but I did see other researchers doing so without difficulty.  There was no charge for the copies, either on the microfilm printers or the photocopier, but my impression is that one should not abuse this generous policy.
Particularities: There is not a cafeteria on site, but as the reading room is located in the “European District” of Brussels, there are several places open for lunch or a snack.  However, if you find yourself in the area during the weekend, the neighborhood completely shuts down.  However, there are a number of good bars and restaurants a few minutes’ walk north of Schuman station that remain open at night and during the weekend.
How to apply for classified files: Everything I looked at was beyond the 30-year horizon, so I did not have need to apply for classified files, but if you have a related concern, I would inquire via email before your arrival.
Places to Stay: There are several hotels in the area, but they tend to be pricier business-class hotels.  However, if you travel during the summer, many of the prices are half what you would pay the rest of the year.
Funding: I am not aware that any funding is available. 
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